were kept individually in cages and fed control diet for rats. Five of them received a drinking solution of bi-distilled water containing lead in a concentration of 400 ppm as lead acetate, to which a few drops of acetic acid were added to prevent precipitation. The controls were kept on bi-distilled water.
After three months of intoxication, the rats were sacrificed and blocks 1 mm2 were cut from the left kidney cortex.
They were processed as follows: 
Microanalytical Results
Lead-induced The positive ion mass spectrum ofnuclei in control tissue postfixed with osmium tetroxide is given in Figure 4 (average of nine mass spectra, recorded under the same conditions as for Figure  3) .
As for the intranuclear inclusions ( Figure  3C) 
